	Term
	Definition

	Anaerobic digestion (AD)
	The mesophilic and thermophilic biological decomposition and stabilisation of biodegradable materials which:

· is carried on under controlled anaerobic conditions,

· produces a methane-rich gas mixture, and

· results in stable sanitised material that can be applied to land for the benefit of agriculture or to improve the soil structure or nutrients in land

	Biological treatment
	Biological decomposition of biodegradable materials.

	Composting
	The thermophilic biological decomposition and stabilisation of biodegradable materials which:

· is carried on under controlled aerobic conditions,

· results in stable sanitised material that can be applied to land for the benefit of agriculture or to improve the soil structure or nutrients in land

	Material recovery facility (MRF)
	Dedicated facility for the sorting / separation of recyclable materials

	Maturation
	The process whereby phytotoxic compounds (such as ammonia) in composts formed during the active phase are metabolised by micro-organisms into compounds that do not harm plants. It is generally characterised by a gradual drop in pH (from alkaline to neutral), the conversion of ammonium compounds into nitrates, and the re-colonisation of the compost by beneficial soil micro-organisms destroyed during the active composting phase.

	Mechanical biological treatment (MBT)
	A generic term for mechanical sorting and separation technologies used in conjunction with biological treatment processes, such as composting.

	Windrow
	A long pile of composting materials, usually shaped as an elongated triangular prism, although the exact shape will vary according to the material and equipment used. Each windrow must reach ground level between the individual rows in order to allow the flow of air through the windrow and keep it aerated.  Additional techniques may be required to keep the windrow aerated.


